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li X took. General Wheeler and General Westtnore/and to 
ca.ll an President Thieu late afternoon F ebruary 2.4c 
Foilowsng are the main points covered in our conversaiioco 
2. Thieu said that he thought the major problem now is the 
enemy effort directed towards forcing ue to fight on two 
•fronts r the city and the country*. He added that we must 
not permit the city to become a real second front or we v/culd 

fall into the enemy 1 s trap* a3 the countryside remained his 

* 

primc-objective 0 Ivlany units have been drawn into the city 
including those assigned to the pacification programs Thien 
thought ail the cadre now in the cities for defense and relief 


purposes should be sent back except for the absolute minimum 
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ARVN/ forces deeded fee defense* of the cities** 
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Date: 

fte said he 


had instructed General Vfen to study tins matte rand prepare. 
JUs offensive plan in consultation Wth General Westmorelands 
Xn this offensive some risks must be taken> 4- psychological?, 
warfare- campaign is also needed to explain the true situation 
to the people- He noted that rn getting #ie troops out into the 
Country it would be necessary te keep some ARVPt forces 
around the periphery of thtcifies,, especially Sai goo* m 
^rder to disperse the enemy fe these areas* IHe thought this 
could bedcrie wdthoat too muc& ris^ since the forces v?cruld fae. 
£fi alert and there would be no element af surprise or treachery 
this time. Tire dilemma, acce rdii\$£ fco Thteu, Is how-to keep 
the jpaclfi cation program Intact and at the- same time prevent 
nrtfiltraticn into die cities- In describing the status of the. 
paciftcaticn programs* Thieu said that* baaed on prettmimry* 
reports he hat recerved he believed that £fc bad in effect stepped 

in JT Corps? in II and J2X Corps it was fn feirly good shapes £n 
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IV Co?p3 a good many RD teams had been wiped out, 

3 0 Another major priority ie opening up lines of communica- 

♦ 

tion c according to Thieu 0 He cited Route 4 as a prime example 
and remarked that it was being subjected to continuous enemy 
harassment. He added that some PF cadre had deserted due 
to inadequate security but said this was really a very small 


aumoer u 


4 0 Thieu noted that the other major need wa3 to sneed up 


mobilization and increase the size of the forces 0 This required 
trainings equipment, and funding; which he intended to work out 
as rapidly as possible, . 
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